
Six IWUA members met with Idaho Senator Jim Risch (R-Idaho) to 
discuss Federal and Idaho water issues during a recent visit to 
Washington, DC. They were in the nation’s capital to attend the National 
Water Resources Association's Federal Water Seminar. (L to R) Norm 
Semanko, Don Barksdale, John Simpson, Senator Risch, Will Patterson, 
Daren Coon and Dale Swensen.  
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Paul Arrington Named as   
New IWUA Executive Director 

 

 Paul L. Arrington of Twin Falls has been named as the new 
Executive Director for the Idaho Water Users Association and will start in 
his new role on May 1, IWUA President Jim Hudson announced recently. 
  Mr. Arrington, a native of Twin Falls, joins the Association from 
a position with Barker Rosholt & Simpson LLP where his practice has 
focused largely on water and natural resource issues in Idaho and 
throughout the United States. 
 “Paul’s experience and knowledge of Idaho water issues will 
greatly benefit our members.  He has demonstrated the ability and a 
willingness to serve all water users in Idaho.  We expect the organization 
to continue to grow and flourish under his leadership,” Hudson said in 
making the announcement. 
  Arrington graduated from Boise State University in 2002 with a 
Bachelors of Science, Human Resource Management Emphasis. He then 
graduated in 2005 from the Gonzaga University School of Law and joined 
Barker Rosholt & Simpson LLP later that year. He is a frequent speaker on various topics relating to water law 
and other environmental issues including IWUA conferences, workshops and luncheons. 
   He is actively involved in the community as a member of the Rotary Club of Twin Falls, recently 
serving as its president. He now serves as a member of the Board of Directors for the local Chamber of 

Commerce.  
 When not working, Mr. Arrington 
enjoys spending time with his wife, 
Michelle, and their four children. He is an 
avid cyclist and dabbles in triathlons. 
 He replaces Norm Semanko who 
has served as Executive Director since 
2000.  Semanko is moving to the Boise-
based law firm of Moffatt Thomas as 
leader of the firm’s Water/Natural 
Resources Law Practice Group. 
 "I am very excited about this 
opportunity to serve as Executive 
Director of the IWUA. I applaud Norm 
for paving a path of success for the 
Association and look forward to 

continuing those successes into the 
future,” Arrington said. “I look forward 
to working with the water users to defend 
and protect the rights of IWUA members 
to Idaho's precious water resources." 
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Work on the Mile Post 31 managed recharge site expansion on the Milner-Gooding Canal has been 
completed and officials began running water into the recharge area on March 16.  Lynn Harmon of 
American Falls Reservoir Dist. No. 2 reports that in the first six days of use, more than 8,500 acre feet 
of water had been run through the new structure at a rate of 650 cubic feet per second.  The overall 
project cost was $1,190,000 for the construction.  The Idaho Water Resource Board paid for the new 
installation which consists of two 5 foot slide gates and a 45 foot wide 7 foot high Obermeyer weir.  
AFRD #2 has recharged more than 54,500 acre feet so far this winter. (Photos by Lynn Harmon) 

 

   

 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Illustration from a presentation prepared by Wesley Hipke, Idaho Water Resource Board 
 
 

Managed Recharge Benefits from Abundant Snowpack 

 
 The Idaho Water Resource Board says recharge operations on the Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer (ESPA) have been ramped up to take advantage of this year’s substantial water supply.  
 Water that otherwise would be released for flood control instead is being used for 
recharge across the ESPA from the Upper Snake down to the Magic Valley.  
 A number of irrigation districts, canal companies and the City of Blackfoot are 
recharging surplus water from the Snake and Wood Rivers into the ESPA through the Board’s 
managed recharge program.  
 Officials say there is a good possibility that more than 200,000 acre feet of water might 
be recharged this recharge season. 



 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Make Your Plans for the IWUA Summer 
Water Law & Resource Issues Seminar in Sun Valley 

 
 Idaho’s largest water user organization will hold its annual Summer Water Law and Resource Issues 
Seminar June 12 and 13 at the Sun Valley Resort in Sun Valley, the Idaho Water Users Association recently 
announced. 
 The annual summer seminar is one of the Association’s premier events due to the wide range of topics 
and presenters, but also in part because of the fabulous summer vacation location. 
 The annual summer seminar provides attendees a critical look into the latest developments affecting or 
involving national, regional and local water and environmental issues. The seminar also typically has topics that 
focus on legal issues associated with water and environmental activities. 
 IWUA organizers traditionally develop a variety of speakers and panels that include top subject matter 
experts from around the nation, during the two-day seminar. 
 The seminar is designed to be especially forward looking in nature because it is particularly important 
that people involved in water and environmental issues keep abreast of the latest trends, developments and 
cutting edge issues that are crucial elements in the world of water and environmental practices, 
 Registration information about the seminar and an internet link to make on-line hotel registrations will 
be available soon on the Association website at www.iwua.org.  
 

 

A total of 329 individuals attended six special IWUA workshops around the southern half of the state 
in February and March, according to Karen Edwards, IWUA Program Manager who organized the 
events.  A total of 194 people attended ditchrider workshops like this one in Rupert where Chris Duke 
from the Bureau of Reclamation in Denver was speaking.  Another 135 individuals attended 
applicator workshops. (IWUA Photo by Karen Edwards) 



DEQ to host public workshops 
on Idaho's surface water quality standards 

  
 The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will host three workshops to provide 
opportunities for public participation in the agency's triennial review of Idaho's surface water quality standards.
 Section 303 of the Federal Clean Water Act requires states to modify and improve their water quality 
standards at least once every three years. 
 DEQ has prepared a list of potential water quality standards topics for consideration and is inviting the 
public to review the topics and attend the workshops to discuss these and any other issues of concern. The 
workshops will be held: 

Boise - Tuesday, April 11, 2017, 6 p.m. DEQ State Office, 1410 N. Hilton, Boise 

Pocatello -Tuesday, April 18, 2017, 6 p.m., DEQ Pocatello Regional Office, 444 Hospital Way 

Coeur d’Alene -Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 6 p.m., Coeur d’Alene Regional Office, 2110 Ironwood Parkway 

 Comments on the triennial review documents will be accepted following the workshops through June 
30, 2017, at 5 p.m. MDT.  For more information, visit DEQ's triennial review webpage at 
www.deq.idaho.gov/wqs-triennial-review-process or contact Jason Pappani, DEQ Water Quality Standards 
lead, at (208) 373-0515 or jason.pappani@deq.idaho.gov. 

 

Idaho Water Resource Board News 
 
 The Idaho Water Resource Board voted unanimously to approve a $2.4 million sale of 
the Pristine Springs Hatchery to the College of Southern Idaho (CSI) during its recent meeting 
in Boise.  
 Water Resource Board member Vince Alberdi of Twin Falls said the deal has been in the 
works for about five years. Proceeds from the sale go to the State General Fund. The Idaho 
Senate and House voted earlier this year to fund half of the purchase price for CSI. An artesian 
geothermal well is among the features that interested the college about the property.  
 The Board purchased Pristine Springs in 2008 in partnership with the City of Twin Falls 
and the Idaho Ground Water Appropriators to resolve a water call. CSI plans to use the 
geothermal well for heating operations and the hatchery for aquaculture education. The sale is 
expected to close soon.  
 IWRB members were also updated on the Mountain Home Air Force Base Water 
Sustainability Project. Water for the base comes from a critically declining aquifer. In 2014, the 
Idaho Legislature approved Governor Otter’s request for funding to purchase senior Snake 
River water rights from the J.R. Simplot Co. to provide an alternate water supply for the base. 
 The Board now is initiating design and development work of the infrastructure to deliver 
water to the base, including a pump station at C.J. Strike Reservoir, a pipeline, and a water 
treatment plant at the base. The project is expected to be completed in 2021.  
 In other action, the board approved a $40,000 water conservation grant to the City of 
Hailey to continue a water conservation project in which property owners receive rebates if they 
convert from turf to low-to-no-water alternative forms of landscape. Twenty-five property 
owners have participated in the program so far saving 1 million gallons of water. 
 
 





 
 
 


